
Public launch of the Mozambican 
Human Rights Defenders 
Network in Sofala
l After mapping the civil society organizations that are in the front 

line in the fight for human rights and official launches in the provin-
ces of Gaza, Tete, Nampula, Zambézia, and Cabo Delgado, the Mo-
zambican Human Rights Defenders Network (RMDDH) proceeded 
to the public launch of the initiative in the province of Sofala, city of 
Beira, on July 6, 2022.

Mozambican Network of Human Rights 
Defenders strengthens relations with OHCHR
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COMUNICADO DE IMPRENSA  

 

 

Evento: Reunião Anual da RMDDH 

Local: Hotel VIP, Cidade de Maputo 

Data: 09 de Dezembro de 2020 

Horário: Das 08H30 às 14H00 

 

Por ocasião do Dia Internacional dos Direitos Humanos que se assinala a 10 de 

Dezembro, a Rede Moçambicana dos Defensores de Direitos Humanos (RMDDH) 

realiza a sua reunião anual na quarta-feira, 09 de Dezembro, no Hotel VIP, na 

Cidade de Maputo, das 08H30 às 14H00.  

O encontro irá juntar os defensores de direitos humanos com o objectivo de, por 

um lado, reflectir e promover o seu reconhecimento como um grupo vulnerável 

e, por outro, deliberar sobre aspectos-chave da governação da RMDDH.  

O evento contará com a participação de personalidades e grupos que operam em 

conjunto na promoção e protecção de direitos e liberdades fundamentiais, 

incluindo na construção de resiliência dos defensores de direitos humanos. 

Friday, March 18, 2022  I  Year III,  Number 19 I Director: Prof. Adriano Nuvunga I  English 

The Mozambican Network of Human Rights Defenders (RMDDH) carried out a 
working visit in South Africa, in response to the invitation made by the Southern 
Africa Human Rights Defenders Network (Southern Defenders) to participate in a 
meeting with the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). 
The meeting took place on March 11, 2022, at the University of Pretoria, and dis-
cussed possible areas of collaboration to strengthen the capacity and resilience of 
Human Rights Defenders in Mozambique.

Monday, August 25, 2022  I  Year III,  Number 30 I President: Prof. Adriano Nuvunga I  English 
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The event took place in the conference 
room of the Beira Terrace Hotel and was 
attended by 57 Human Rights Defen-

ders representing prominent civil society or-
ganizations in Sofala province.

The objective of the event was to introduce 
RMDDH to human rights defenders in Sofala, 

and to the general public, as a civil society ini-
tiative that is working to strengthen the capa-
cities and resilience of human rights defenders 
in Mozambique, as well as to improve their pro-
tection and security in the framework of their 
mission to defend human dignity, fight injusti-
ces, and prevent the closing of civic space. 

Human rights defenders at the launch of the RMDDH in Sofala  

During the event, was made a presentation of 
the Report on the Situation of Human Rights De-
fenders for the year 2021, by human rights lawyer, 
João Nhampossa, who participated via online, 
followed by a debate among those present at the 
event. Finally, the coordinator of RMDDH, Sheila 
Nhancale made a brief presentation of the main 
activities carried out since its official creation.

Established in 2020, RMDDH provides de-

mand-driven technical assistance to local hu-
man rights-focused organizations, as well as 
providing holistic protection for human rights 
defenders at high and immediate risk. This ho-
listic protection involves physical protection 
in the form of legal representation, medical 
support, prison visits, as well as internal and 
external displacement. RMDDH also provides 
digital security with a strategic focus on im-
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proving the digital rights and digital hygiene 
of human rights defenders in Mozambique. In 
addition, and equally important, RMDDH pro-
vides psychosocial support to all human rights 

defenders, with a strategic bias on vulnerable 
groups. RMDDH is a member of the Southern 
Africa Human Rights defenders Network (Sou-
thern Defenders).

“The RMDDH reinforces the actions of Human Rights 
Defenders in Sofala”, Catarina Artur

Human Rights Defenders reported, during 
the launch event of RMDDH in Sofala, the situa-
tion of Human Rights Defenders in the provin-
ce and said it is important the establishment 
of RMDDH in their province and that it comes 
to strengthen their actions. “We have experien-
ced several violations of our rights in Sofala, 
but RMDDH is important and comes to stren-
gthen the actions of human rights defenders 
in the province,” said Catarina Artur, Executive 
Director of Pressão Nacional dos Direitos Hu-
manos.  “We have been victims of violations by  Acácio Pereira, Catarina Artur and Laida Evaristo
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public authorities for defending other people’s 
human rights.  We feel that we human rights 
defenders have no protection, how can we 
protect other people? We end up putting our 
lives in danger to defend the Human Rights of 
other people,” she added. 

Acácio Pereira, a human rights lawyer, poin-
ted out that many times the action of human 
rights defenders is prevented by the Police of 
the Republic of Mozambique (PRM).  “Our ac-
tion has been prevented by the PRM. In my or-

ganization, I was given the task of following up 
on a case involving a SERNIC agent who made 
an illegal arrest. When I arrived at the police 
station I received threats,” said Acacio Pereira. 
“It is very difficult to work in these terms, we 
have no way to defend ourselves. The threats 
often end with attacks,” he added. 

In fact, Laida Evaristo, human rights defen-
der, said: “we live constantly with our rights 
violated. not only defenders, but the common 
citizen as well”.
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