
Journalists must continue 
to report human rights 
violations
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l It is one of the most recent statements by the Police of the Republic of Mozambique 
(PRM). The corporation, which is among the main violators of human rights in Mo-
zambique, wants journalists to help the Defense and Security Forces (FDS) in the fight 
against violent extremists. But, in the journalistic circle, the appeal is being understood 
as a message that the PRM and the FDS, in general, will continue to combat journalists 
who are willing to report critically on events in northern Mozambique, including the 
violation of human rights by state agents.

Mozambican Network of Human Rights 
Defenders strengthens relations with OHCHR
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COMUNICADO DE IMPRENSA  

 

 

Evento: Reunião Anual da RMDDH 

Local: Hotel VIP, Cidade de Maputo 

Data: 09 de Dezembro de 2020 

Horário: Das 08H30 às 14H00 

 

Por ocasião do Dia Internacional dos Direitos Humanos que se assinala a 10 de 

Dezembro, a Rede Moçambicana dos Defensores de Direitos Humanos (RMDDH) 

realiza a sua reunião anual na quarta-feira, 09 de Dezembro, no Hotel VIP, na 

Cidade de Maputo, das 08H30 às 14H00.  

O encontro irá juntar os defensores de direitos humanos com o objectivo de, por 

um lado, reflectir e promover o seu reconhecimento como um grupo vulnerável 

e, por outro, deliberar sobre aspectos-chave da governação da RMDDH.  

O evento contará com a participação de personalidades e grupos que operam em 

conjunto na promoção e protecção de direitos e liberdades fundamentiais, 

incluindo na construção de resiliência dos defensores de direitos humanos. 

Friday, March 18, 2022  I  Year III,  Number 19 I Director: Prof. Adriano Nuvunga I  English 

The Mozambican Network of Human Rights Defenders (RMDDH) carried out a 
working visit in South Africa, in response to the invitation made by the Southern 
Africa Human Rights Defenders Network (Southern Defenders) to participate in a 
meeting with the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). 
The meeting took place on March 11, 2022, at the University of Pretoria, and dis-
cussed possible areas of collaboration to strengthen the capacity and resilience of 
Human Rights Defenders in Mozambique.

Thursday, November 17, 2022  I Year 3, NO. 34 I  Director: Prof. Adriano Nuvunga I English 

PRESS IS NOT TO SUPPORT THE MILITARY



2

It was on November 7 that the PRM, which 
never hid its discomfort with the critical 
reports on the war in northern Mozam-

bique, went so far as to accuse newspapers 
and Internet pages of being used to promote 
terrorism and create panic within the popu-
lation.

Fell to the spokesperson for the Cabo Delga-
do PRM Provincial Command to announce the 
corporation’s latest position. “At some point, 
there were pages that we realized were more 
about publicizing terrorist incursions than any-
thing else. So, you [journalists] have this role, 
you have your investigative side; seek informa-
tion to help the Defense and Security Forces to 
eradicate this evil and not the other way arou-
nd”, said Mário Adolfo, quoted by the Zumbo 
FM portal, edited in Cabo Delgado.

Talking about the press conference, the 
spokesperson added: “Journalists, normally 

in cases of conflict, do not take part in the 
conflict, they only do what is their job. That’s 
why there’s that possibility in case of conflict, 
that the journalist is there because the jour-
nalist doesn’t take any sides. But, in this mat-
ter, we are talking about a question of huma-
nism, and we are looking at who is suffering 
from the issue of terrorism, it is not just the 
SDF. The defenseless population is suffering. 
Those of you who are journalists have fami-
lies that are also victims of this phenomenon. 
So, we must be able to identify with the cau-
se and do work that’s linked to the well-being 
of citizens and not the other way around. I 
appeal not to disinformation and that whe-
never they need to circulate information 
they must have a reliable base, a secure base, 
and that they should seek bases before brin-
ging out information, especially information 
linked to terrorism”.

Journalists as human rights defenders

In the journalistic class, the appeal to help 
the SDF is being viewed with justifiable suspi-
cion, given the history of persecution against 
the press that scrutinizes the evolution of the 
conflict, including the action of the SDF. The-
refore, the pronouncements of the corpora-
tion are being understood as a reaffirmation 
that they will continue to do more. Amade 
Abubacar, Ibrahimo Mbaruco and Arlindo 
Chissale, just to name some of the victims of 
the authoritarianism of the State against the 
free press in the coverage of the conflict in 
the north of Mozambique. 

In fact, in democracies, it is not up to jour-
nalists to help the SDF. Gathering relevant 
information to combat violent extremism is 
the role of the SDF themselves, which include 
intelligence and counter-intelligence units. 
If these units fail, as often happens in Cabo 
Delgado, where they are caught by surprise, 
the search for data to inform the FDS’s actions 
should not be left to journalists. Journalism, 

in democracies, is, indeed, a counter-power, 
which supervises the activities of those in 
power, especially political actors, reporting 
facts of public interest.

In a situation like that of Cabo Delgado, 
marked by serious violations of human righ-
ts, it is up to journalism, therefore, to be the 
stronghold of the defense of these rights, 
with journalists being at the forefront of de-
nouncing these acts. In a context in which the 
FDS themselves are involved in human righ-
ts violations, from beatings to executions, as 
was the case in the murder, in the summer of 
2020, of a naked woman, with 36 shots fired, 
it is up to journalism not to support the FDS in 
this saga of illegalities, but to denounce their 
criminal and disrespectful behavior to human 
dignity.

And reporting human rights violations com-
mitted by FDS agents or reporting defeats to 
the enemy is not promoting terrorism or crea-
ting panic among the population, according 
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to the PRM spokesman. On the contrary, it is 
to exercise the role of supervisor and, in this 
case, defender of human rights. Therefore, the 
CDD urges the PRM and other branches of the 
FDS not to view journalism that scrutinizes 
the course of violent extremism as an enemy, 
as this is a vital profession for democracy. On 

the contrary, the PRM and the FDS must en-
courage critical journalism, facilitating the 
work of their professionals, providing infor-
mation, and, whenever security conditions 
are safeguarded, allowing access to places of 
public interest, which, until now, has been re-
peatedly refused.
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