
RMDDH starts mapping Human 
Rights Defenders in Niassa province
Mozambican Network of Human Rights 
Defenders strengthens relations with OHCHR
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COMUNICADO DE IMPRENSA  

 

 

Evento: Reunião Anual da RMDDH 

Local: Hotel VIP, Cidade de Maputo 

Data: 09 de Dezembro de 2020 

Horário: Das 08H30 às 14H00 

 

Por ocasião do Dia Internacional dos Direitos Humanos que se assinala a 10 de 

Dezembro, a Rede Moçambicana dos Defensores de Direitos Humanos (RMDDH) 

realiza a sua reunião anual na quarta-feira, 09 de Dezembro, no Hotel VIP, na 

Cidade de Maputo, das 08H30 às 14H00.  

O encontro irá juntar os defensores de direitos humanos com o objectivo de, por 

um lado, reflectir e promover o seu reconhecimento como um grupo vulnerável 

e, por outro, deliberar sobre aspectos-chave da governação da RMDDH.  

O evento contará com a participação de personalidades e grupos que operam em 

conjunto na promoção e protecção de direitos e liberdades fundamentiais, 

incluindo na construção de resiliência dos defensores de direitos humanos. 

Friday, March 18, 2022  I  Year III,  Number 19 I Director: Prof. Adriano Nuvunga I  English 

The Mozambican Network of Human Rights Defenders (RMDDH) carried out a 
working visit in South Africa, in response to the invitation made by the Southern 
Africa Human Rights Defenders Network (Southern Defenders) to participate in a 
meeting with the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). 
The meeting took place on March 11, 2022, at the University of Pretoria, and dis-
cussed possible areas of collaboration to strengthen the capacity and resilience of 
Human Rights Defenders in Mozambique.

l The Mozambican Network of Human Rights Defenders (RMDDH) started last 
week (Wednesday, March 15) the mapping of Human Rights Defenders who 
are on the front line in Niassa province. 
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As part of this activity, the RMDDH 
brought together in Lichinga 33 re-
presentatives of 15 civil society orga-

nizations whose objective is centered on the 
promotion and protection of Human Rights. 
Among the participants, 19 are women.

The Mapping aims to create a database of 
Human Rights Defenders in Niassa and iden-
tify the main risks depending on their area 
of activity.

The main point mentioned during the mee-
tings has to do with the fact that the political 
power in that province does not accept the 
work of Human Rights Defenders. The ruling 
party, through its representatives, who hold 
important positions, often threaten, perse-
cute and even murder Human Rights Defen-
ders for the work they do.

Additionally, Human Rights Defenders in 
Niassa reported that, at the level of the ju-
diciary, episodes of corruption and lack of 
professionalism on the part of justice agents 
further complicate their work.

“When I went to the Niassa Provincial At-
torney’s Office to report a case of gender-ba-
sed violence, the justice agent who attended 
to me said that this was not a matter that 
deserved attention and that I should leave,” 
said a Human Rights Defender in Niassa.

At the social level, lack of information and 
local habits and customs also disturb the 

work of Human Rights Defenders, especially 
when women lead causes for women’s righ-
ts, as well as LGBTQI+ rights.

For Human Rights Defenders in Niassa, 
the lack of technical capacity in matters of 
Human Rights and mechanisms for the pro-
tection of Human Rights further aggravates 
their situation of vulnerability and risk.

“There are many cases that we cannot 
follow up on due to the lack of knowled-
ge. This situation needs to improve and we 
count on the support of the RMDDH so that 
we can be equipped with knowledge in ma-
tters of Human Rights”, said a Human Rights 
Defender from Niassa.

Last but not least, Human Rights Defenders 
in Niassa mentioned that the fact that there 
are no synergies between organizations – 
locally and nationally – puts the province in 
the background in matters of capacity bui-
lding for local Human Rights organizations.

In this sense, the main risks identified are: 
threats, persecution, corruption, arbitrary ar-
rests, aggressions - often by public represen-
tatives, manipulation of information, lack of 
training, and a culture of closing civic space 
through a politicized State.

The mapping will culminate in the estab-
lishment of a provincial nucleus of Human 
Rights Defenders that will form part of the 
RMDDH.
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