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African Defenders Leaders Summit 2025 Realiza-se em Maputo com Ênfase na 
Proteção dos Defensores 

 

Evento internacional destaca resistência, coragem e legado dos defensores dos 
direitos humanos em África 

Maputo acolheu, nos dias 11 e 12 de Junho de 2025, a histórica edição da African 
Defenders Leaders Summit, realizada pela primeira vez em solo moçambicano. 
Organizada pela African Defenders, em parceria com a Rede Moçambicana dos 
Defensores de Direitos Humanos (RMDDH), a cimeira reuniu lideranças africanas, 
organizações da sociedade civil, jornalistas e defensores e defensoras de direitos 
humanos de todo o continente, num momento crucial para os direitos e liberdades 
fundamentais em África. 

O encontro teve como propósito refletir sobre os contextos regionais e reforçar a 
cooperação pan-africana, num cenário marcado por desafios crescentes à democracia, 
ao Estado de Direito e à liberdade de expressão. Tornou-se, assim, uma plataforma 
estratégica de partilha de experiências, fortalecimento de redes e articulação de 
estratégias comuns de proteção. 

Reconhecimento aos que dão voz à justiça 

O encerramento do evento foi marcado por uma emocionante cerimónia de entrega 
de prémios a defensoras e defensores que se destacam pelo seu compromisso 
inabalável com a dignidade humana. A sessão de abertura foi conduzida pelo Prof. 
Adriano Nuvunga, Presidente da RMDDH e do Comité de Coordenação da African 
Defenders, que, no seu discurso, sublinhou a importância do reconhecimento público 

lMaputo hosted, on June 11 and 12, 2025, the historic edition of the African De-
fenders Leaders Summit, held for the first time in Mozambique. Organized by 
African Defenders, in partnership with the Mozambican Network of Human Ri-
ghts Defenders (RMDDH), the summit brought together African leaders, civil 
society organizations, journalists, and human rights defenders from across the 
continent, at a critical moment for rights and fundamental freedoms in Africa.
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The event aimed to reflect on regional contexts and reinforce pan-African cooperation amid 
growing threats to democracy, the rule of law, and freedom of expression. The summit thus 
became a strategic platform for sharing experiences, strengthening networks, and building 

common protection strategies.

Honoring Those Who Give Voice to Justice

The closing ceremony was marked by an emotio-
nal tribute to defenders who have demonstrated 
unwavering commitment to human dignity. The 
opening session was led by Professor Adriano Nu-
vunga, President of RMDDH and Chair of the Afri-
can Defenders Coordinating Committee, who em-
phasized the importance of publicly recognizing 

those who have been silenced while standing at 
the forefront of the struggle for rights and justice.

The awards ceremony included the presence of 
distinguished figures such as Hassan Shire, Presi-
dent of African Defenders, who reaffirmed his un-
conditional support to the families of defenders 
who lost their lives in the pursuit of justice.
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The following awards were presented:

FRONTLINE JOURNALISM COURAGE AWARD

Awarded to journalist Sheila Wilson, for her cou-
rageous work in exposing human rights violations 
in Mozambique. Her determination, even under 
threat, has become a symbol of press freedom and 
the right to information.

CHAMPION OF DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN 
RIGHTS AWARD

Presented to human rights defender Dr. Paula 
Monjane, for her transformative role in promo-
ting democratic governance and the rule of law 
in Mozambique.

GUARDIAN OF JUSTICE AWARD (IN MEMORIAM)

Bestowed posthumously on lawyer and defender 
Dr. Elvino Bernardo António Dias, whose tireless 
legal advocacy for justice and the rule of law 
remains an ethical legacy and inspiration.

VOICE OF THE VOICELESS AWARD (IN MEMORIAM)
 

Awarded posthumously to defender Albino Sibiac 
Mano Shottas, in recognition of his powerful digital 
activism against police brutality and social injustice.
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A Silent but Immortal Struggle
The posthumous tributes to Elvino Dias and Mano 

Shottas highlighted the extreme cost faced by de-
fenders operating in a context of rising repression, 
where assassination has become one of the most 
brutal methods of silencing dissent.

More than symbolic recognition, the awards re-
present a collective commitment to African soli-
darity, civic resistance, and social transformation, 

grounded in the principles of the Universal Decla-
ration of Human Rights and the African Charter on 
Human and Peoples’ Rights.

Hosting this summit in Mozambique reaffirms the 
country’s central role in the continental dialogue 
on human rights and marks a firm step forward in 
the defense of life, liberty, and the dignity of all who 
dare to speak out.
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Almejamos um país livre e 
seguro para os Defensores dos 
Direitos Humanos, um ambiente 
favorável ao desenvolvimento 
das comunidades e ao 
envolvimento da juventude 
como potenciais Defensores dos 
Direitos Humanos.

We aspire to a nation 
where Human Rights 
defenders can operate freely 
and securely, fostering 
community development 
and empowering youth to 
become effective advocates 
for Human Rights.


